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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

CHEROKEE NATION, 

FORMED BY A CONVENTION OF DELEGATES FROM T ITf. 
SEVERAL DISTRICTS, AT 

NEW ECHOTJ1 , JULY mi. 

GWy O’GTFS, 

JAW Tssy b'ltSL’VQJi O’ZPO-A, J s <?*V”Ii ©4T lSST 0 5 h.iesj». 


We, the Representa¬ 
tives of the people of the 
Cherokee Nation in Con¬ 
vention assembled, in order 
to establish justice, ensure 
tranquility, promote our 
common welfare, and se* 
cure to ourselves and our 
posterity the blessings of li¬ 
berty; acknowledging with 
humility and gratitude the 
goodness of the sovereign' 
Ruler of the Universe, in 
offering us an opportunity so 
favorable to the design, and 
imploring his oid and direc¬ 
tion in-its accomplishment, 
do ordain and establish this 


DB Eh«V* DGhAP ASAi AA- 

asw, Givy eo-ej* ayat^jj, 

SGTAI r> djyAToSJ^, D<f AA *- 

yeq.v»^A^>, d<t <br Tfisi-<»v- 
aa pr ziri Gwy asa; Ky-a- 
G(»GAJ[>5, eotJeV” <5y(»G^A<iCA- 
& <57dr Ky0£T hJMRG fey, Dtf 
KP'Ip GoB-V 4 TCTdCA KIr<»G^TA- 
4>, KyWSft!^, AD AeGCviTri ?JL 
GWY 0>GTE <&KP6. S-aWAAO 
RA, IiEGiT 9 O-'EQGFA, *h>ATc«)G; 
D<f ^gprpipL e<»y T<rCvMJ<r» 
h>y AD 6<*y TCT<»A Ky-q©<SG- 
aa hh>sp<®fchs, d<t G«;y *y- 
o*?-<lArS<, Dtf *pv/iAr5, «fch:W~ 
hL. 










CONSTITUTION. 


Constitution for the Gov¬ 
ernment of the Cherokee 
Nation. 


Article I. 

Sec. 1. The Bounda¬ 
ries of this nation, embrac¬ 
ing the lands solemnly guar¬ 
antied and reserved forever 
to the Cherokee Nation by 
the Treaties concluded with 
the United States, are as fol¬ 
lows; and shall forever here¬ 
after remain unalterably the 
same—to wit—Beginning on 
the North Bank of Tennes¬ 
see River at the upper part 
of the Chickasaw old fields; 
thence along the main chan¬ 
nel of said river, including 
all the islands therein, to the 
mouth of the Hiwassee riv¬ 
er, thence up the main chan¬ 
nel of said river, including 
Islands, to the first hill 
which closes in on said river 
about two miles above Hi- 
was6ee old Town; thence a- 
long the ridge which divides 
the waters of the Hiwassee 
and little Tellico, to the 
Tennessee river at Tallas- 
see; thence along the main 
channel, including Islands, 
to the junction of the Cowee 
and Nanteyalee; thence a- 
long the ridge in the fork 
of said river, to the top of 


1 

1. DG6(F> IrSE.U DIvSWy 
O^OTPA^ SA-9, O-'hEGHV-.A UE- 
<Lhli^44 SGTA(T®, D<f EC-h-A^ 
Iry, ©Z ?(P SeSLAtaiO-, J3D Ol- 
DcT 6(»y«V* qciSoTa LA^>4 
IiPRO lr- 

SU OUiSO-T wet (PiXSBT awn- 
oP, Odty GA^ ET,F>&oP, L$(T 5 D“ 
SASSAP cwy J0 TFS, DGP-&.- 
l O’AtSACs Tde<«;a, ga^z e^y 

DGT(AL CPJtSB D<*)T,&.SS D.Cr&.L 
0°®Wh*4Tc3t*.I, \VP TC^GCO* 
Ky DG?C„L SSO-T, D^P Dtp 
sassaj edt-w &wy jevr-s. e- 

A^Z 0“0-L£UR, D(V<AL LFXZ 
SASB IrLStfCKIoP, D<*)T.(kf$, L- 

WL wen O^AJB (APLVh-^oI-.- 

GA^ DtT GdtyA" TEPP»5>oP, ©Q»5 
O-L^PZ SVL>U. TcS(»J[; Dr^P 
D<r Gwy jevps. ga^z 
0 : CMr£UR Dc*>T,G,f$ O’./IE^ *T.P 
SSL Toad?).!. 6A"Z 0 5 ./lE>5 <&- 
T»P O-^O-TtCaR D<£T,&/s$ G,0'L^ 
O-ZJJ ©SG<JA$. GA^Z C*6L>$ 
(ypLVIr^T TD Whop DCXofeA^- 
>$ JP<».IIi<qT ©seqAS. GA^Z 
e«y ©F.GJd'xfcS D(WA w ^ OMSB 
eseqAs; nt^rz Gwy jeves. 
GA^ D(T 0c£y ©EWcfcolS v>p cpe- 
oP.IotJL$, DIiGWy DIiJUZ DG- 
G<T’ SGB^V(P> 0 3 PLWIr»3T, ©S- 

g^as. 6<v*z o&yiv* dggiT 5 e- 
JF>T D<«LCvSS ©P (hXJB CPASAIc- 
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the blue ridge; thence a- 
long the blue ridge to the U- 
nicoy Turnpike road; thence 
by a straight line to the 
main source of the Chesta- 
tee; thence along its main 
channel, including Islands 
to the Cliattahoochy; and 
thence down the same to the 
Creek boundary at Buzzard 
Roost; thence along the 
boundary line which sepa¬ 
rates this and the Creek 
Nation, to a point on the 
Coosa river opposite the 
mouth of Wills Creek; 
thence down along the South 
bank of the same to a point 
opposite to Fort Strother; 
thence up the river to the 
mouth of Wills Creek; 
thence up along the East 
bank of said creek, to the 
West branch thereof, and 
up the same to its source; 
and thence along the ridge 
which separates the Tom- 
becbee and Tennessee wa¬ 
ters, to a point on the top of 
said ridge; thence due North 
to Camp Coffee on Tennessee 
river, which is opposite the 
Chickasaw Island; thence 
to the place of beginning. 

Sec. 2. The Sovereignty 
and Jurisdiction of this Gov¬ 
ernment shall extend over 
the Country within the boun¬ 
daries above described, and 


•ut ©so^as. e«v*z e<ay R*v*- 

Ii, DhJU O'OTPA./MP 
©E<L!><&m)$ D^WoifcA^/5 T«wo®*I. 
e^z ,IEBP»S> O’&.IaO ©P 
o^wb o^Ah-q. .ise^AS. ea^z 
0d®y ©P 0 J J!5B T EBP/S R<&$ T- 

jip o'&.ao ©ses-q Tca<A\i. e- 

«V*Z O-A. S?PE T.XP 0>JSSo3-lt»!T* 
©EBP* SPmJJ 0 Tc3t»a. e*V*Z 
0'0-BP W6B S00PZ SO'.SSB IrBS- 
<f(KI TDcS>Ba$$, ©SOM-KOcSE 
Ti£ 0«V*Z JGTA^I JBP T„I- 

p ©ajAJt ®© o'R-a usu Dr^p 
o\ss®,o yvob o 3 J»oe.rR.©s0qAs; 

e^Z a<fImE (i.PB < tfhv9ofr. 


2. ewy 0507? d.?p br, 
D(f omyiT^Jt i-r. eay jju 
yw«v* bsakg dgcip ej<t 

sbz 0o^y To&<avi. dsp 
O^TP P-4<>ta, D(f Qhl'V* DBG- 
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the lands therein are, and 
shall remain, the common 
property of the Nation; but 
the improvements made 
thereon, and in the posses¬ 
sion of the citizens of the 
Nation, are the exclusive 
and indefeasible property of 
the citizens respectively 
who made, or may rightful¬ 
ly be in possession of them; 
Provided , That the citizens 
of the Nation, possessing 
exclusive and indefeasible 
right to their respective im¬ 
provements, as expressed 
in this article, shall possess 
no right nor power to dis¬ 
pose of their improvements 
in any manner whatever to 
the United States, individ¬ 
ual States, nor to individ¬ 
ual citizens thereof; and 
that, whenever any such ci¬ 
tizen or citizens shall re¬ 
move with their effects out 
of the limits of this Nation, 
and become citizens of any 
other Government, all their 
l ights and privileges as ci¬ 
tizens of this Nation shall 
cease; Provided nevertheless , 
That the Legislature shall 
have power to re-admit by 
law to all the rights of citi¬ 
zenship, any such person 
or persons, who may at any 
time desire to return to the 
Nation on their memorialize 


wy o»otp 

ssgpr cpcji ehA jhaivfr’, etv 
Dcf jGTrsoa :p 4 - 

r<»yriZo- Rd®sn 

SIiGP-R JOTPSda IrlxACsht, O’h- 
E©G?\$ B © JlE, Dd' 0hi*V« B©«0.- 
E JtEahyiJ >5Iv4<>t>a. y«Z 
Rc»Sh R^ D<f DJ1J) TDI.(K*>P'- 
tD<f TDOBOecRiI-dt!.!, DG(S(P 
EJ(P OBW^W T ^<>t)IvOT>J[ DtT D0- 
T«c5i^waj?iv«»j[, ji-ql epGah. 

eJaw^yii Rd?sh o 5 - 

OTP DhP<*)vI. D^P- 

ofcyhZO- E&,PAT(»i TK4o®^I 

o=nwh-rj[r5 y« ©<s>y tr- 

P<aiv<»J[. BhW©ia0 AvSSP o 3 - 
<KI O^BAPoSAJ 1*4 aiJl. D<T 
6vi'<W* JhW©y ECch-OToiM P4- 
oSJc'd^P D6- 

TfO-XicS/E, Dtf S “5P E&.ho®AJ[ k- 
P't, TGTZ Rd®$h D./1JJ vSjFOTF- 
PAoP D<r 0 3 IxZA- 

CPfxCv^Jt orh- 

vg-a 
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ing the General Council for 
such readmission. Moreo¬ 
ver , the Legislature shall 
have power to adopt such 
laws and regulations, as its 
wisdom may deem expedi¬ 
ent and proper, to prevent 
the citizens from monopo¬ 
lizing improvements with 
the view of speculation. 

Article II. II. 

Sec. 1. The Power of 1. Gwy d$p o s Lw>®i»A (r 
this Government shall be di- kt Tcrc<fy i'4dtu; unwey 
vided into three distinct de- o’e.awy, o^iiEeer.* d^fz o^p- 
partments;-the Legislative, .acs uhsewuA./) &<*:•¥* o'e.aw- 
the Executive, and the Ju- y, d<t uq.AUciy foa- 

dicial. wy. 

Sec. 2. No person or 2. je^iwyoF jL-4e<»T..au 
persons, belonging to one .of i*4<*:a ud kt TGrewy, irz 
these Departments, shall ye o^gul eEaiwjwa 
exercise any of the powers otu; TGr^ynzo- dl ud uee- 
properly belonging to either o=t-.ics TF4tfu. 

of the others, except in the 
cases hereinafter expressly 
directed or permitted. 


III. 

1. uhwsy pe wp 


Article III. 

Sec. I. The Legisla¬ 


tive Power shsll be vest- fr&vi; D.pp reio-Wy, unw¬ 
ed in two distinct branch- eyz, t»l./iez UE<xeL*j.?u 
es; a Committee, and a j-4o?a. xawz jhw®c= i*r, 
Council; each to have a ne- erz ewy sars?u.— 

gatlve on the other, and both u©ectir<»uz Di.^iy, jn> ■a<*$- 
to be styled, the General Ded'o~u«i»c«!U, <f>ir.ay d- 
Council of the Cherokee ^p acio-wy, Ritweyz, o=* 
Nation; and the style of <ro~ Kyw&csu. 
their acts and laws shall be, 

“Resolved by the Com¬ 
mittee and Council in Gen- 
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eral Council convened.” 

Sec. 2. The Cherokee 
Nation, as laid off into eight 
Districts, shall so remain. 

Sec. 3. The Committee 
shall consist of two mem¬ 
bers from each District, 
and the Council shall con¬ 
sist of three members from 
each District, to be chosen 
by the qualified electors of 
their respective Districts, 
for two years; and the e- 
lections to be held in every 
District on the first Monday 
in August for'the year 1828, 
and every succeeding two 
years thereafter; and the 
General Council shall be 
held once a year, to be con¬ 
vened on the Second Mon¬ 
day of October in each year, 
at New Echota. 

Sec. 4, No person shall 
be eligible to a seat in Gen¬ 
eral Council, but a free 
Cherokee Male citizen, 
who shall have attained to 
the age of twenty-five years. 
The descendants of Chero¬ 
kee men by all free wo¬ 
men, except the Afri- 
rican race, whose parents 
may been living together as 
man and wife, according to 
the customs and laws of this 
N ; ion. shall be entitled to 
all ^he rights and privileges 
of this nation, as well as the 


2 . iiE&,<»s<»a*v»z owy h- 
EOtf” jjiw Tssy iry. 

3. T»WS ehJlot-a D^P D0T»- 

H«y WPoP0 AT.GPVIO"^.! JJ1- 

vv Tssy i r y; Jhwevz o-y- 
K J1 0JiR<».l, KTo*0 AtCPTlO— 
aa. P'4 aj. jjiw Tssy iry; 
o 3 0 T*AO<mvo>' o<r srsjjt; 

WP^Z JS.IBlT 5 dh-ZG&TsJlJl I v * 
4c®d. TE>5> CPeAE^O- SGh ©- 

•aT 1828 o’ox.Aetr’A^i p-4m>.i 
SSSG...IRT, TCTdx'JEoPZ O^G S&.J- 
(PT, WP 0?.!T/S>«>P'<>i>.I O 3 0tA0- 
(T’AJl Iv4«!j:. WPJ1Z O 5 0AT»“ 
‘WO- SliZvI ©4T QSJTBJJR 0»<T®Z 
JhW©T«!.l I^4(rt)vl TK.I SSJP. 


4. rye wj’ZJi sswei e<a- 

XiWJCc®.! ^4* A, Dhowy 
DIk»SkQ O^O-R, TGTZ JI<*yKJl 
TCrOSvIBfr’ Dtf O D hCRo®I.0“ TIv- 
4d5J[. DhGWy Dhft&ed JJllr 
TGTZ Jhlr Iiae-h-OBie / 5 >y, D- 
hE0I v JJlIr 0°0 V R, TGT Dtf Dh- 
sr.Pi>' joasr 5 ^>y, 0c£«v« d<t n- 

hGWy OUP'B JJlIr, TGTZ JIvAL 
iiai^irenio >%y, e<»y R " 
wish CPOTPSoa frloHJl. DROP- 
Dtf D^P DE0I v D(f Dy^W D- 
E0I v AC D^P Dir JIT.I >$P4c*'.I. 
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posterity of Cherokee wo¬ 
men by all free men. No 
•—-person who is of negro or 
mulatto parentage, either 
by the father or mother side, 
shall be eligible to hold any 
office of profit, honor or 
trust under this Government. 

Sec. 5. The electors, 
and members of the Gene¬ 
ral Council shall, in all ca¬ 
ses except those of treason, 
felony, or breach of the 
peace, be privileged from 
arrest during their atten¬ 
dance at election, and at the 
General Council, and in go¬ 
ing to, and returning from, 
the same. 

Sec. 6. In all elections 
by the people, the electors 
shall vote viva voce. Elec¬ 
tors for members to the 
General Council for 1828, 
shall be held at the places 
of holding the several courts, 
and at the other two pre¬ 
cincts in each District 
which are designated by 
the law under which the 
members of this Convention 
were elected; and the Dis¬ 
trict Judges shall superin¬ 
tend the elections within the 
precincts of their respec¬ 
tive Court Houses, and the 
Marshals and Sheriffs shall 
superintend within the pre¬ 
cincts which may be assign- 


5. Dn/iy DeLAor’.ifffET n- 
cf cp<t»z aiiivsy ic, , v 

DGTfA0(PUdt'E DVIAik, 
DcT 0 ’<PZ MiW©i, Otr ©Mi- 

#(T>, D<T AUD/1F-; Eh D.0P D<J* 
R*V\A O^icdSO-Cs Dtf A Ji 

Ml O^hhc^tO- Jh4ox)vI. 


6. hSi LOlAe-TMoiiE DhJl- 
y EWa JrJ *4 0 3 h/lTotJ fv 4 - 

o 5 (T a o v vihw©y 1828 o 3 - 

viqA*Io?y JhW'OJt- 

o^eijAeirAJt i«4mJ sjixv 

Tssy KRT, WPZ P^P 

o^pyicx Shwecs, ad J©ec i<r- 

vta DzPcS'y fv Sr4?RT- vvpjiz 
©SA y dJAJoiy, <5<5t(r» tgp’g.'- 
Osy P4 <>?a DeiAe<r\*oCE uq- 
A^Ic?y JhWejr^j-^^ 0’CiR Dd* 
s y O-TPA^ PRT. TE,5)Z S- 
Ay .iMiG«)y wr-viz #Ay .it- 
hGoty uo-esy 

nv p a-r-T#). Dae te^> s\y 
aJA a&y qei.<rz e- 

d®$Sy DI,K Jv4^ 

OcSyZ VV’FoP© fxRp* TGTO-esy 
<JePA(Vf^a K 4 tR>*I, 64 ** O-GTi- 
A0r>AvI/5 e<$4"» 
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ed them by the Circuit 
Judges of their respective 
Districts, together with one 
other person, who shall be 
appointed by the Circuit 
Judges for each precinct 
within their respective Dis¬ 
tricts; and the Circuit Judg¬ 
es shall also appoint a clerk 
to each precinct.—The su¬ 
perintendents and clerks 
shall, on the Wednesday 
morning succeeding the e- 
lection, assemble at their 
respective Court Houses, 
and proceed to examine and 
ascertain the true state of 
the polls, and shall issue to 
each member, duly elected, 
a certificate; and also make 
an official return of the state 
of the polls of election to 
the principal Chief, and it 
shall be the duty of the 
Sheriffs to deliver the same 
to the Executive; Provided 
nevertheless , The General 
Council shall have power, 
after the election of 1828, 
to regulate by law the pre¬ 
cincts and superintendents 
and clerics of elections in the 
several Districts. 

Sec. 7. All free Male 
citizens, (excepting negroes 
and descendants of white 
and Indian men by negro 
women, who may have been 
set free,) who shall have at- 


Z TF./5 SAV DhK .1- 

ZiXJPoey hsswoi TdShT, 

<»j[ e«iyz ad 

Tcro-esy sswoj, jlzjs F<*yz 
KTA TS AqAvIbty JhWOTdtA:- 
jex»AG.(r’,i eirZ e«v* 

AiSSF jhAP-M' i v 4<»a; e<»yz 
0 3 6X,Ae(T 3 \V0- AiS5P JhCWl.1 P4- 
OcXi^Z 0°E©G ? 'A>S &I\ZJ[ 
J-4 <$JI hSi SPIr/lTq DeVAei^- 
*i<»y. wpa SAy viXthGdcy 
©S(Kl AiS5P (yEOGTA^i. 

o><ro- jnw©y te>s tpeipAea*- 

WZO- Iv4<»A JIiAV©T- 

D<r Tcro-ety, D<r 

uz,ssF«y. 


7. ehiJV* TiAPirorie Phas¬ 
es Rc»$h D.OA, ^1VVS T<rOS.I- 
B(T 3 P4o?vl O’GZ fCcKT 9 , O^Ii/lT- 
o5A P4<*U DeVAe^A^ET.— 
DIiEOPottyii, Prf B©t3 D<T B©- 
yiE JAk DIiE©** Jhlf, aW»9- 








CONSTITUTION. 




tained to the age of eighteen 
years, shall be equally enti¬ 
tled to vote at all public e- 
lections. 

Sec. P. Each House of 
t e General Council shall 
judge of tho qualifications, 
and returns, of its own mem¬ 
bers. 

Sec. 9. Each House of 
the General Council may 
determine the rules of its 
proceedings, punish a mem¬ 
ber for disorderly behaviour, 
and, with the concurrence 
of two thirds, expel a mem¬ 
ber; but not a second time 
for the same cause. 

Sec. 10. Each House of 
the General Council, when 
assembled shall choose its 
own officers; a majority of 
each house shall constitute 
a quorum to do business, 
but a smaller number may 
adjourn from day to day, 
and compel the attendance 
of absent members in such 
manner and under such pen¬ 
alty, ns each house may 
prescribe. 

Sec. 11. The members 
of the Committee shall 
each receive from the pub¬ 
lic Treasury a compensation 
for their services which 
shall be two dollars and fi'flu 
cents per day during their at¬ 
tendance at the General 


PCKO 6fiA 1C (PIiATo^I 


8. (pro- *iMY©y jo-r, se- 
T.T'X •J01iAP^.afc'4c? 

< r>a i-4<*>a, 'i^z ' 

t.i i-r (pecAorco-, d<t sgta- 

<P I-S'^r MIT. 

9. (prz sswsi .iiiwoy o 3 - 
o-r je^iwy set'VE 
jneecx-fT 0 ^^ x-4o?.r, dj 

KT TJhOa ■'by \VP T(TnC= d3h- 
JU- D!rq\®o 5 ^ I- 4 -*!~I. £(»y- 

hzo wp TGr<»r\i*u; 

U*V*W* TGr«>$0~C5: »5y. 


10. (pro- ssw®i j[TiW©y 
jeawy sovte r- 4 - 

d«j[ -le^o-ioey, azasp^yz. 
D^P TC Dfi^'RMVloapMl.J M*hl, 
e-Y* $P 1 - 4 - 

oHA. R<&» TB 0 AT»'TR 

f.&,z^j:c^~i i-4«).i, d«t a<»nr 
ECvh^lTotJC I-4 ot^I, CPO-R'V* q- 
<»ir» neto-TjcTJE, >5- 

CliMEe, Dtf T$ b>- 

RT. 


11. d$p Detot^y kta 

D£P I-SJBR.I l-4c£.I LSliAA* 
(Pro- s?w©i SRq©i3t.aqT; 
DAP DS-Q. lc®IhAP <Ph.V(?^o9J: 

1 - 40 C i. Jhwsyz \vp mq 

is E-SJBR.I I-4«!.I Iiv^qcpr- 
(PS-SWOl ^OcTy- 

nzo- Ahw&y Eaas/iwade^ 
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Council; and the members 
of the Council shall each 
receive two dollars per day, 
for their services during 
their attendance at the Gen¬ 
eral Council:— Provided , 
That the same may be in¬ 
creased or diminished by 
law, but no alteration shall 
take effect during the peri¬ 
od of service of the mem¬ 
bers of the General Council, 
by whom such alteration 
shall have been made. 

See. 12. The General 
Council shall regulate by 
law, by whom and in what 
manner, writs of elections 
shall be issued to fill the va¬ 
cancies which may happen 
in either branch thereof. 

Sec. 13. Each member 
of the General Council, be¬ 
fore he takes his seat, shall 
take the following oath, or 
affirmation; to wit: “ I, A. 
B. do solemnly swear (or 
affirm as the case may be) 
that I have not obtained my 
election by Bribery, Treats 
or any undue and unlawful 
means used by myself, or 
uthers by my desire or ap¬ 
probation, for that purpose; 
that I consider myself Con¬ 
stitutionally qualified as a 
member of ; 

and that, on all questions 
and measures which may 


I)cf 1)4- 

Z £ ECWl'VTo®.* Dtf EWSh©J»- 

<*>.i e<s>y hAJ)-a Jh- 

w©y prt vnAwr’ Dtf o’h.a- 


12. O^O* SSWSi 
^4<»j: a^p JtAPo^y, D<f o 3 ^- 
TdiU: P4t*>~l O’ewe- 

J”Ar-5 T(TZ »2>DAO-L JO- JCIiW- 

©y mit. 


13. eni o^o-ssivei jnw- 
©y, dl 060-ic»Ee Jh*<i©o®iivi- 

JE*4<».A, -9D TGTluMcSM. AJWP 
Jhse.rdi>.i rv4<s>-i: 11 db MW- 
a RJi Ip/LTo?T», J1D D- 

x&A0<mvo~, i£ >sy, 

Dd* ic ^xtro-v' d«t rxswisi- 
0«V* ysy, Dtf i£ Ar<»a 0>hP D- 
SWO”^ y5y, D«f i£ y® d&B Dy- 
0-40- (WWOsA Dy<n>S4- 
<p >&y; sGrA(r»i»yii dxlaoo”- 
T.CKA, Dtf hStfSofcE 

D 4 ?p $&<Kt)t*>y, d«t j[k>w©y, 

DXL^4oP. ©ot/tV^Z h*i DyA- 
T(»^i hSP<»T;hj)?d®^r, DyviT- 
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come before me, I will so 
give my vote, and so conduct 
myself, as may, in my judg¬ 
ment, appear most condu¬ 
cive to the interest and pros¬ 
perity of this Nation; and 
that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; 
and to the utmost of my a- 
bility and power observe, 
conform to, support, and de¬ 
fend the Constitution there¬ 
of.” 

Sec. 14. No person who 
may be convicted of felony 
before any court of this Na¬ 
tion, shall be eligible to any 
office or appointment of hon¬ 
or, profit or trust, within 
this Nation. 

Sec. 15. The General 
Council shall have power to 
make all laws and regula¬ 
tions, which they shall deem 
necessary and proper for the 
good of the Nation, which 
shall not be contrary to this 
Constitution. 

Sec. 16. It shall be the 
duty of the General Coun¬ 
cil to pass such laws as may 
be necessary and proper, to 
decide differences by arbi¬ 
trators to be appointed by 
the parties, who may choose 
that summary mode of ad¬ 
justment. 

Sec. 17. No power of 
suspending the laws of this 
Nation shall be exercised, 
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unless by the Legislature or 
its authority. 

Sec. 18. No retrospect¬ 
ive law, nor any law im¬ 
pairing the obligations of 
contracts shall be passed. 

Sec. 19. The Legisla¬ 
ture shall have power to 
make laws for laying and 
collecting taxes, for the 
purpose of raising a reven¬ 
ue. 

Sec. 20. All bills mak- 
ing appropriations 'shall ori¬ 
ginate in the Committee, 
but the Council may propose 
amendments or reject the 
same. 

Sec. 21. All other bills 
may originate in either 
bouse, subject to the con¬ 
currence or rejection of the 
other. 

Sec. 22. All acknowl- 
ed Treaties shall be the 
Supreme law of the land. 

Sec. 23. The General 
Council shall have the sole 
power of deciding on the 
construction of all Treaty 
stipulations. 

Sec. 24. The Council 
shall have the sole power of 
impeaching. 

Sec. 25. All impeach¬ 
ments shall be tried by the 
Committee;—when sitting 
for that purpose, the mem¬ 
bers shall be upon oath or 
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affirmation; and no person 
shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two 
thirds of the members pre¬ 
sent. 

Sec. 26. The Principal 
Chief, assistant principal 
Chief, and all civil officers, 
under this nation, shall be 
liable to impeachment for 
any misdemeanor in office; 
but Judgment, in such ca¬ 
ses, shall not extend further 
than removal from office, 
and disqualification to hold 
any office of honor, trust or 
profit, under this Nation. 
The party whether convict¬ 
ed or acquitted, shall, nev¬ 
ertheless, be liable to indict¬ 
ment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment, according to 
law. 

Article iv. 

Sec. 1. The Supreme 
Executive Power of this 
Nation shall be vested in a 
Principal Chief, who shall 
be chosen by the General 
Council, and shall hold his 
office four years; to be e- 
lected as follows,—The 
General Council by a joint 
vote, shall, at their second 
annual session, after, the ri¬ 
sing of this Convention, and 
at every fourth annual ses¬ 
sion thereafter, on the se¬ 
cond day after the Houses 
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shall be organized, and com¬ 
petent to proceed to busi¬ 
ness, elect a Principal 
Chief. 

Sec. 2. No person, ex¬ 
cept a natural born citizen, 
shall be eligible to the of¬ 
fice of Principal Chief; nei¬ 
ther shall any person be eli¬ 
gible to that office, who 
shall not have attained to 
the age of thirty-five years. 

Sec. 3. There shall al¬ 
so be chosen at the same 
time, by the General Coun¬ 
cil, in the same manner for 
four years, an assistant 
Principal Chief. 

Sec. 4. In case of the 
removal of the Principal 
Chief from office, or of his 
death, resignation, or inabil¬ 
ity to discharge the powers 
and duties of the said office, 
the same shall devolve on 
the assistant principal Chief, 
until the inability be remov¬ 
ed, or the vacancy filled by 
the General Council. 

Sec. 5. The General 
Council may, by law, pro¬ 
vide for the case of removal, 
death, resignation or inabil¬ 
ity ofboth the Principal and 
assistant Principal Chiefs, 
declaring what officer shall 
then act as Principal Chief, 
until the disability be remov¬ 
ed, or a Principal Chief 
shall be elected. 
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Sec. 6. The Principal 
Chief and assistant Princi¬ 
pal Chief, shall, at stated 
times, receive for their ser¬ 
vices,—a compensation— 
which shall neither be in¬ 
creased nor diminished du¬ 
ring the period for which 
they shall have been elect¬ 
ed; and they shall not re¬ 
ceive, within that period, 
any other emolument from 
the Cherokee Nation, or a- 
toy other government. 

Sec. 7. Before the Prin¬ 
cipal Chief enters on the ex¬ 
ecution of his office, he shall 
take the following oath, or 
affirmation; ‘T do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute the office 
of Principal Chief of the 
Cherokee Nation, and will, 
to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect and de¬ 
fend, the Constitution of the 
Cherokee Nation.” 

Se^. 8. He may, on ex¬ 
traordinary occasions, con¬ 
vene the General Council 
at the Seat of Government. 

Sec. 9. He shall from 
time to time give to the 
General Council information 
of the State of the Govern¬ 
ment, and recommend to 
their consideration such 
measures as he may think 
expedient. 
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Sec. 10. He shall take 
care that the laws be faith¬ 
fully executed. 

Sec. 11. It shall be his 
duty to visit the different 
districts, at least once in 
two years, to inform him¬ 
self of the general condition 
of the Country. 

Sec. 12. The assistant 
Principal Chief shall, by 
virtue of his office, aid and 
advise the Principal Chief 
in the Administration of the 
Government, at all times 
during his continuance in of¬ 
fice. 

Sec. 13. Vacancies that 
may happen in offices, the 
appointment of which is 
vested in the General Coun¬ 
cil, shall be filled by the 
Principal Chief, during 
the recess of the General 
Council, by granting Com¬ 
missions which shall expire 
at the end of the next Ses¬ 
sion. 

Sec. 14. Every Bill 
which shall have passed 
both Houses of the General 
Council, shall, before it be¬ 
comes a law, be presented 
to the Principal Chief of the 
Cherokee Nation. If he 
aoprove, he shall sign it, 
but if not, he shall return it, 
with his objections, to that 
house in which it shall have 
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originated, who shall enter 
the objections at large on 
their journals, and proceed 
to reconsider it. If, after 
such reconsideration, two 
thirds of that House shall 
agree to pass the bill, it 
shall be sent, together with 
the objections, to the other 
house', by which it shall like¬ 
wise be reconsidered, and 
if approved by two thirds of 
that house, it shall become 
a law. If any bill shall not 
be returned by the Princi¬ 
pal Chief within five days 
(Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to 
him, the same shall be a 
law, in like manner as if he 
had signed it; unless the 
General Council by their 
adjournment prevent its re¬ 
turn, in which case it shall 
be a law, unless sent back 
within three days after their 
next meeting. 

Sec. 15. Members of the 
General Council and all of¬ 
ficers, Executive and Judi¬ 
cial, shall be bound by oath 
to support the Constitution 
of this Nation, and to per¬ 
form the duties of their re¬ 
spective offices with fidel¬ 
ity. 

Sec. ,1G. In case of dis¬ 
agreement between the two 
houses with respect to the 
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time of adjournment, the 
Principal Chief shall have 
power to adjourn the Gene¬ 
ral council to such a time 
as he thinks proper, provi¬ 
ded , it be not to a period 
beyond the next Consti¬ 
tutional meeting of the 
same. 

Sec. 17. The Principal 
Chief shall, during the sit¬ 
ting of the General Council, 
attend at the Seat of Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Sec. 18. There shall be 
a Council to consist of three 
men to be appointed by the 
joint vote of both Houses, to 
advise the Principal Chief 
in the Executive part of the 
Government, whom the 
Principal Chief shall have 
full power, at his discretion, 
to assemble; and he, to¬ 
gether with the assistant 
Principal Chief, and the 
Counsellors, or a majority of 
them may, from time to 
time, hold and keep a Coun¬ 
cil for ordering and direct¬ 
ing the affairs of the Nation 
according to law. 

Sec. 19. The members 
of the Council shall be cho¬ 
sen for the term of one year. 

Sec. 20. The resolutions 
and advice of the Council 
shall be recorded in a re¬ 
gister and signed by the 
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members agreeing thereto, 
which may be called for by 
either house of the General 
Council; and any counsellor 
may enter his dissent to the 
resolution of the majority 

Sec. 21. The Treasurer 
of the Cherokee Nation 
shall be chosen by the joint 
vote of both Houses of the 
General Council for the 
term of tw T o years. 

Sec. 22. The Treasurer 
shall, before entering on 
the duties of his office, give 
bond to the Nation with 
sureties to the satisfaction 
of the Legislature, for the 
faithful discharge of his 
trust. 

Sec. 23. No money shall 
be drawn from the Treasu¬ 
ry, but by warrant from the 
Principal Chief, and in con¬ 
sequence of appropriations 
made by law. 

Sec. 25. It shall be the 
duty of the Treasurer to re¬ 
ceive all public monies, 
and to make a regular state¬ 
ment and account of the re¬ 
ceipts and expenditures of 
all public monies at the an¬ 
nual Session of the General 
Council. 

Article V. 

Sec. 1. The Judicial 
Powers shall be vested in 
•& Supreme Court, and 
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such Circuit and Inferior 
Courts, as the General 
Council may, from time to 
time, ordain and establish. 

Sec. 2. The Supreme 
Court shall consist of three 
Judges, any two of whom 
shall be a quorum. 

Sec. 3. The Judges of 
each shall hold their 
Commissions four years, but 
any of them may be remov¬ 
ed from office on the ad¬ 
dress of two thirds of each 
house of the General Coun¬ 
cil to the Principal Chief, 
for that purpose. 

Sec. 4. The Judges of 
the Supreme and Circuit 
Courts shall, at stated 
times, receive a compensa¬ 
tion, which shall not be di¬ 
minished during their con¬ 
tinuance in office, but they 
shall receive no fees or per¬ 
quisites of office, nor hold 
any other office of profit or 
trust, under this nation or 
any other, power. 

Sec. 5. No person shall 
be appointed a Judge of 
any of the Courts before he 
shall have attained to the 
age of thirty years, nor shall 
any person continue to exe¬ 
cute the duties of any of the 
said offices after he shall 
have attained to the age of 
-Seventy years. 
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S'ec. 6. The Judges of 
'the Supreme and Circuit 
Courts shall be appointed 
by a joint vote of both hous¬ 
es of the General Council, 

Sec. 7. There shall be 
appointed in each District, 
under the Legislative au¬ 
thority, as many Justices of 
the Peace as it may be 
deemed the public good re¬ 
quires, whose powers, du¬ 
ties and duration in office, 
shall be clearly designated. 

Sec. 8. The Judges of 
the Supreme Court and 
Circuit Courts shall have 
complete criminal Jurisdic¬ 
tion in such cases and in 
such manner as may be 
pointed out by law. 

Sec. 9. Each Court shall 
choose 'ts own Cle ks for the 
term offour years; but such 
Clerks shall not be contin¬ 
ued in office unless their 
qualifications shall be ad¬ 
judged and approved of, by 
the Judges of the Supreme 
Court, and they shall be re¬ 
movable for breach of good 
behaviour at any time, by 
the Judges of their respec¬ 
tive courts. 

Sec. 10. No Judge shall 
sit on trial of any cause, 
where the parties shall be 
connected with him by affi-. 
niiy or consanguinity, ex- 
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cept by consent of the par- 
lies. Tn case all the Judg¬ 
es of the Supreme court 
shall be interested in the e- 
vent of any cause, or relat¬ 
ed to all, or either,. of the 
parties, the legislature may 
provide by law for the se¬ 
lection of three men, of 
good character and knowl¬ 
edge, for the determination 
thereof, who shall be spe¬ 
cially commissioned by the 
Principal Chief for the case. 

Sec. 11. All writs and 
other process shall run, in 
the name of the Cherokee 
Nation, and bear test, and 
be signed by the respective 
clerks. 

Sec. 12. Indictments 
shall conclude, “against the 
peace and dignity of the 
Cherokee Nation.” 

Sec. 13. The Supreme 
Court shall hold its Session 
annually at the Seat of Gov¬ 
ernment to be convened on 
the second Monday of Octo¬ 
ber in each year. 

Sec. 14. In all criminal 
prosecutions, the accused 
shall have the right ofbeing 
heard, of demanding the 
nature and cause of the ac¬ 
cusation against him, of 
meeting the witnesses face 
to face, of having compulso¬ 
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ry process for obtaining wit¬ 
ness in his favour; and, in 
prosecutions by indictment 
or information, a speedy 
■public trial by an impartial 
tial jury of the vicinage; 
nor shall he be compelled to 
give evidence against him¬ 
self. 

Sec. 15. The people 
shall be secure in their per¬ 
sons, houses, papers and 
possessions from unreason¬ 
able seisures and searches, 
and no warrant to search a- 
ny place or to seize any per¬ 
son or things, shall issue 
without describing them as 
nearly as may be, nor with¬ 
out good cause, supported 
by oath, or affirmation.— 
All prisoners shall be baila¬ 
ble by sufficient securities, 
unless for capital offences, 
wheie the proof is evident, 
or presumption great. 

Article VI. 

Sec. 1. Whereas the 
ministers of the Gospel are, 
by their profession, dedicat¬ 
ed to the service of God 
and the care of souls, and 
ought not to be diverted 
from the great duty of their 
function, therefore, no min¬ 
ister of the Gospel, or pub¬ 
lic preacher, of any religious 
persuasion, whilst he contin¬ 
ues in the exercise of his 
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pastoral functions, shall be 
eligible to the office of Prin¬ 
cipal Chief, or a seat in ei¬ 
ther house of the General 
Council. 

Sec. 2. No person who 
denies the being of a God, 
or a future state of rewards 
and punishments, shall hold 
any office in the civil de¬ 
partment of this Nation. 


Sec. 3. The free exer¬ 
cise of religious worship, 
and serving God without dis¬ 
tinction shall forever be al¬ 
lowed within this Nation: 
Provided , That this liberty 
of conscience shall not be so 
construed as to excuse acts 
of licentiousness, or justify 
practices inconsistent with 
the peace or safety of this 
Nation. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the 
General Council shall de¬ 
termine the expediency of 
appointing delegates or oth¬ 
er public Agents, for the 
purpose of transacting busi¬ 
ness with the Government 
of the United States; the 
Principal Chief shall haye 
power to recommend, and 
by the advice and consent of 
the Committee, shall ap¬ 
point and commission such 
delegates or Public Agents 
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accordingly, and, on all mat¬ 
ters of interest, touching the 
rights of the citizens of this 
Nation, which may require 
the attention of the United 
States Government, the 
Principal Chief shall keep 
tip a friendly correspondence 
with that Government, 
through the medium of its 
proper officers. 

Sec. 5. All commissions 
shall be in the name and by 
the authority of the Chero¬ 
kee Nation, and be sealed 
with the Seal of the Nation, 
and be signed by the Princi¬ 
pal Chief. 

The Principal Chief shall 
make use of his private seal 
until a National seal shall 
be provided. 

Sec. G. A sheriff shall be 
elected in each District by 
the qualified electors there¬ 
of, who shall hold his office 
for the term of two years, 
unless sooner removed.— 
Should a vacancy occur sub¬ 
sequent to an election, it 
shall be filled by the Princi¬ 
pal Chief as in other cases, 
and the person so appointed 
shall continue in office un¬ 
til the next General elec¬ 
tion, when such vacancy 
shall be filled by the quali- 3 
fied-electors, and the She¬ 
riff then elected shall con¬ 
tinue in office for two years. 
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Sec. 7. There shall be 
a Marshal appointed by a 
joint vote of both houses of 
the General Council for the 
term of four years, whose 
compensation and duties 
shall be regulated by law, 
and whose jurisdiction shall 
extend over the Cherokee 
Nation. 

Sec. 8. No person shall 
for the same offence be 
twice put in jeopardy of 
life, or limb, nor shall any 
person’s property be taken 
or applied to public use 
without his consent; Provid¬ 
ed ., That nothing in this 
clause shall be so construed 
as to impair the right and 
power of the General Coun¬ 
cil to lay and collect Taxes. 
All courts shall be open, 
and every person for an in¬ 
jury done him in his proper¬ 
ty, person or reputation, 
shall have remedy by due 
course of law. 

Sec. 9. The right of tri¬ 
al by jury shall remain invi¬ 
olate. 

Sec. 10. Religion, moral¬ 
ity and knowledge being ne¬ 
cessary to good Government 
the preservation of liberty, 
and the ha] piness of man¬ 
kind, Schools and the means 
of education shall forever l e 
encouraged in this Nation. 
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Sec. 11. The appoint¬ 
ment of all officers, not oth¬ 
erwise directed by this Con¬ 
stitution, shall be vested in 
the legislature. 

Sec. 12. All laws in force 
in this Nation, at the pass¬ 
ing of this Constitution, shall 
so continue until altered or 
repealed by the legislature, 
except where they are tem¬ 
porary, in which case they 
shall expire at the times 
respectively limited for their 
duration; if not continued 
by act of the legislature. 

Sec. 13. The General 
Council may at any time 
propose sucli amendments 
to this Constitution as two 
thirds of each house shall 
deem expedient; and the 
Principal Chief shall issue 
a proclamation, directing 
all the civil officers of the 
several Districts to promul¬ 
gate the same as extensive¬ 
ly as possible within their 
respective Districts, at 
least nine months previous 
to the. next General elec¬ 
tion, and if at the first ses¬ 
sion of the General Council 
after such General election, 
two thirds of each house 
shall, by yeas and nays, rati¬ 
fy sucli proposed amend¬ 
ments they shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes, as 
parts of this Constitution; 
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Provided, That such pro¬ 
posed amendments shall be 
read on three several days, 
in each house, as well when 
the same are proposed, as 
when they are finally ratifi d. 

Done in Convention at 
New Ecliota, this twenty- 
sixth day of July, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty- 
sevpji; In testimony where¬ 
of, we have each of us, 
hereunto subscribed our 
names. 

John Ross, Pres, of Con. 
Jno. Baldridge, his x mark. 

Del. of Chickamauga Dist. 
George Lowrey, 

John Brown, 

Edward Gunter, 

Del. of Chattooga Dist. 
John Martin, 

Joseph Vann, 

Kelechwt.ee, his x mark. 

Del. of Coosawatee Dist. 
Lewis Ross, 

Thomas Foreman, 

Hmr Conrad, his x mark. 

Del. of Amohee Dist. 
.Tames Daniel, 

John Duncan, 

Del. of Hickory Log Dist. 
Joseph Vann, 

Thos. Petitt, his x mark, 
John Beamer, his x mark, 
Del. of Etowah District. 
Ooclenota, his x mark, 
Wm. Boling, his x mark, 
Del. of Taquoe District. 
John Timson, 

Situwakee, his x mark, 
Kichd. Walker, hisx mark. 
Del. of Aquohee District > 
‘In M’Coy, Sec’y to Convention. 
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